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Ministers, Students Jailed in "'Sit-In" Demonstrations 

(Atlanta) - Hight ministers and scores of students in Atlanta and other 
southern cities have elected to spend 40 days in jail rather than pay 
fines for their participation in so-called "sit-in" demonstrations at 
segregated restaurants and lunch counters. 


in this city alone, 77 students were jailed after being charged with 
violating Georgia's Anti-Trespass Law. Six others from church-related 
colleges in Lynchburg, Virginia, were given 30 day terms on similar 
charges, while four students in Rock Hill, South Carolina, also elected 
jail rather than pay fines. 


Phe eight Atlanta ministers - seven Negro and one white - were 
arrested after staging a sit-in demonstration at a restaurant here in 
support of the jailed students. 


As southern Negro leaders planned a mass meeting here to bolster 
the morale of the convicted demonstrators, the Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., chairman of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, told 
1,600 persons at Warren Memorial Methodist Church that the students and 
ministers were justified in violating any law they believed to be unjust. 
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Warning that Georgia's Negroes will not accept token integration in 
public schools on a permanent basis, Dr. King declared: "You can no more 
have token integration than you can have token democracy", 


Meanwhile, the three Roman Catholic bishops of Georgia and South 
Carolina have issued pastoral letters which made it clear that parochial 
schools in their states would be desegregated as soon as it could be done 
"with safety" and after a programme of education. They indicated that full 
integration is not contemplated at this time. 


The letters read at mass to the 89,000 Catholics in the two states 
were signed by the Most Rev. Francis E. Hyland, Bishop of Atlanta; the 
Most Rev. Thomas McDonough, Bishop of Savannah, and the Most Rev. Paul 
(eueitinan, Bishop of Charleston. 


Noting that racial tension was continuing to mount in the South, 
Bishop Hyland declared: "The church must speak out clearly. In justicente 
our people, we cannot abandon leadership to the extremists whose only 
ereed is their own fear and hatred"; 


A statement issued by the eight Protestant ministers as they joined 
the students in jail declared: "We hope to help create righteous indigna- 
tion in the hearts and minds of the people against discrimination and 
segregation." 


The six students jailed in Lynchburg. included three young men 
preparing for the ministry, the daughter of a prominent Methodist minister, 
a former president of Methodist student youth in Virginia, and the son of 
a nationally-known Protestant social action leader. 


The South Carolina students said they would prefer to join nine local 
Negro students sent to jail earlier after a sit-in at a variety store. 
Other students there were expected to oe the "Jail-in" movement of 
preferring imprisionment to payitnge.fines. 


In Winston-Salem, North Carolina, a Congregationalist minister, urged 
fellow Negroes to expand their "sit-ins" to include a wide range of other 
protest demonstrations against discrimination - from "swim-ins" at public 
pools to “bury-ins" in all tax-supported cemeteries. 


The stepped-up campaign was suggested by the Rev. B. Elton Cox, 
postor of the Pilgrim United Church of Christ, High Point, North Carolina, 
at a chapel service at Winston-Salem Teachers College, a Negro institution. 


The minister further called for "pray-ins" at white churches; "stand- 
ins" and "“watch-ins" at movie houses and drive-in theatres; "apply-ins" 
for jobs ordinarily reserved for whites; "vote-ins" by students of voting 
age; "run-ins" for political office; "buy-ins" for homes in the neighbour- 
hood of one's choice, and "play-ins" for children at tax-supported play- 
grounds. 

"Hyerything is waiting for you if you ask, seek, knock, and fightyiox 
it," Mr. Cox assured the students. "You must let the world know that you 


want to be free." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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Polish Government Abolishes Pax Tax Exemptions 


(Warsaw) - The pro-government Catholic organization, Pax, will henceforth 
have to pay Polish taxes like any other "social enterprise," Wladyslaw 
Gomulka, Poland's Communist party chairman, has informed leaders of the 
group. Until now it has been making only token tax payments. 


The government's decision, retroactive to January 1, will annually 
cost tens of millions of gloty to Pax. 


When government officials recently met with the leaders of Pax, Catholic 
spokesmen in Vatican City feared that the government had pledged increased 
aid to the organization and would continue to use it to create division 
among Catholic clergy. Priests and laymen were warned against joining or 
supporting the group. (See EPS No.7). 


While the government has abolished the reduced assessments for Pax, 
Mr. Gomulka promised the organization larger representations in the Polish 
Parliament and in the provincial, county and town councils, informed sources 
reported. 


Boleslaw Piasecki, organizer of Pax, last December proposed an alliance 
between his group and the government to hasten the building of socialism 
in Poland. He suggested that the organization would enable the government 
to win the loyalties of religious persons in the country and throughout 
the world. However, the appeal was coldly received by Mr. Gomulka and his 
associates, 


Meanwhile, Catholic clergymen in Poland have denounced as "anti-religious 
propaganda" a film entitled, "Mother Joanna of the Angels," which deals 
with a medicval convent of nuns possessed of demons. In Warsaw, one priest 
forbade parishioners to see it under pain of mortal sin. HPS, Geneva. 


Improved CGatholic-Protestant Relations Cited 


Genevn) - The decision of Pope John XXIII to call the Second Vatican 
Ecumenical) Council has been 6ited as an important factor in creating better 
relations between Roman Catholics and Protestants in Latin America, 


This observation has been made by Dr. Stewart W. Herman, director of the 
Lutheran World Federation's Committee on Latin America. 


Lutherans in Latin America "have as much feedom as they can desire 
for their work," Dr. Herman said, and the "change in climate" is particularly 
evident in Columbia. 


"The most important reason for this," he added, "is undoubtedly the 
change of government. But another important reason is the Pope lis caliras 
a Council and contact with tseparated brethren!. Still another important 
reason is the embarrassment to the Roman Catholic Church caused by wide-~ 
spread attention given to incidents of deliberate persecution," 


Dr. Herman noted that one of Bogota's leading newspapers recently 
carried "a first page photograph" showing priests and ministers sitting 
down to discuss differences of religious faith before a crowd of 5,000 in 
Cali. 

"A few years ago," he remarked, "such a meeting would have been not 
only impossible, but inconceivable." EPS, Geneva. 
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US President Urged to Aid Famine-Striken China 


(Washington, DeG) - President John F. Kennedy has been called upon to make 
an immediate offer of US surplus wheat to China in view of recent reports 
of widespread famine in the country. 


The request came in a letter from the Council for Christian Social 
Action of the United Church of Christ, which noted that the offer of wheat 
"for the starving people of China" would in no way "diminish our opposition | 
to the policies of the (Mainland) Chinese government". 


The letter, signed by the council!s director, Dr. Ray Gibbons, said 
the action was recommended as "right and useful" even though the Chinese 
Communist government has exported wheat to other countries and may reject 
the offer. 


Meanwhihe, the Mennonite Central Committee, the Brethren Service 
Commission and the American Friends Service Committee (Quakers) are consult- 
ing on the possibilities of making surplus food available to China. 


However, leaders of the three groups have expressed little hope that 
such a relief project can become a reality because of the acute political 
problems involved. They noted among other problems that such a programme 
would have to be supervised by the United Nations, of which China is not 
a member. 


At a news conference preceding a Crusade for Christ rally in Tallahassecws 
Florida, the well-known American cvangelist, Dr. Billy Graham, remarked: 


"What a dramatic thing it would be if 100 ships could sail from the 
West Coast with stores of our surplus food. We are not at war with the 
people of China and this would have a tremendous effect. We cannot 
compromise with their idealogy, but we should fecd them when they are 
moenery EPS, Geneva. 


WCC Names Asia Programme Secretary 

(Geneva) ~ The appointment of the Rev. Hallam Shorrock, Jr., aa secretary 
for Asia of the Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of 
Churches, has been announced in Geneva. 


Mr. Shorrock has served as cxecutive director of Korean Church World 
Service with headquarters in Seoul for the past three years and will 
Continue in this post through June 30. Barlicr he was for five years 
(1953-58) dizecvor ot Japan Uhurch World Service, He is sn ordained 
minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Givied) vets 


In his new position Mr.-Shorrock will oversee all WCChinter«church aid 
projects in Asia. The WCC is currently asking its memberschurches for aid 
totalling more than $452,000 for a wide variety of projects in Ceylon, 

Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, Malaya, West Pakistan and Taiwan. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Enthronement of Archbishop of Canterbury Set for June 

(London) - Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, 56, will be enthroned as the 100th 
Archbishop of Canterbury on June 27. He will succeed Dr. Geoffrey Francis 
Pisher who will officially retire on May 31. (See HPS No.4) 
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| Dr. Ramsey, presently the Archbishop of York, was nominated as Dr. 
Fisher's successor on January 19 by Prime Minister Harold Mcmillan upon 
recommendation of Queen Elizabeth II. 


Preceding the enthronement oeremony in Canterbury Cathedral, Dr. 
Ramsey will be formally elected as Primate of All England by the 24-member 
Greater Council of Canterbury on June 5. His election will then be confirmed, 
in accordance with ancient tradition, at St. Paul!s Cathedral on June 21, 
On that same day, following confirmation, Dr. Ramsey will be received by 
the Queen. EPS, Geneva. 


New Figures Reveal Growth in Colombia Protestant Churches 

(Barranquilla) ~ The number of baptised Protestants in Colombia has 
increased at a rate of 16 per cent a year during the last seven years w 
toa total of 53, 156 persons, according’ to a new census released by the 
Evangelical Confedsration of Colombia. 


The total Protestant community - church members, church school children 
and "sympathizers"-is estimated at five times the figure of those baptised, 
or 165,780 persons. Based on the government's December 31, 1959, 
Population estimate of 12,5108,226 inhabitants, this is.1.17 of theltocas 
population. 


The census reports 429 organized churches, plus 1,188 "unorganized" 
congregations and preaching points, 192 ordained ministers (of whom 113 
are Colombians), 58 licensed preachers and 2 greater number of lay evange= 
jists. There are also 211 Protestant day schools Staffed by 488 teachers, 
Troieentoliments Of 11,4605 pupils. Medical work is carried on ined3 
elinics and dispensaries. 

The six largest Protestant denominations in the country are the Seventh 
Day Adventist, 11,866 members; Colombia Baptist Convention, 3442; United 
Pentecostal Church, 3,000; Presbyterian Church of Colombia, 1,684; 
Ghristian and Missionary Alliance, 1,571, and the Four-Square Evangelical 
Pauren, L524. EPS, Geneva. 


Patriarch of Alexandria to Visit Moscow 
(Alexandria) - The Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria Christophoros, has 
announced he will visit the USSR this summer to return the visit made by 
Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, in 
December. 

The announcement said the Patriarch had "a number of important 
questions" to disouss with the Russian leader and that he expected that 
"Orthodoxy would benefit greatly from their meeting". EPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Scharf Named New EKD Council President 

(Berlin) eyDre Kort Schart of Bast Berlin, provost of Brandenburg, has 
been elected to 2 six-year term as president of the Council of the 
Pvencelical Church in, Germany (EKD) to succeed retiring Bishop Otto 
Dibelius. Dr. Hanns Lilje, bishop of Hanover, was. re-elected vice- 
president, 
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dr. Scharf, 59, was elected to the po 
West Berlin. Requests by church leaders + 
Berlin earlier were denied by the East Ger 


st by the EKD Synod meeting in 
Oo hold some seesions in Hast 
an Government. (Sce EPS Nowe 


Bishep Dibelius, who has served as council president for the las 
i2 years, said in his final report to the synod that the church has been 
able to extend its work quietly and without interruption despite confess- 
ional difficulties, heated theological controversics and efforts made by 
Hast German officials to split the All-German Synod. 


3 


When the council handed over its task to a newly-elected synod, he 
Said, it would do so not in a spirit of self-satisfaction, but with humble 
gratitude to God. 


Members of the synod paid a standing ovation to the retiring couneil 
president as Bishop Lilje ee Cn him as a great figure in the histouy, 
oP tae church and®of this generation, 


re) 


Dicnop Lilje said that Dr. Dibelius had the ability to speak wos 
Only vosGie,.church but to the nation itself, It is not everyday isnaemoe 
ends His Church a man “whom the world also can. understand,'! he addeq 


im ovher @cvi0n, the synod adopted a resolution charging the hast 
German Government with "serious interference with the visible fellowship" 
of the church by refusing to allow West German churchmen to attend an 
Opening worship service of the synod in Hast Berlin. 


ipne visible unity of Protestants throughout Germany is a gift op Ged 
which we cannot give up,' the resolution declared. "We therefore appeal 
Once again to the people in our member churches to pray and work for ame 
living unity of the Evangelical Church all over Germany." 


Dr. Gustav Heinemann, an Essen attorney and former synod president, 
Ghearged that the decision to bar West German church leaders from the Hast 


Berlin penne Was MOb an act of subordinate officials, but was donner 
accordance wath instructions from the highest level". 


(The West German Government’ in Bonn has already come to an .greement 
with the Western powers to take counter-mocasures because of the arbitrary 
acts against those attending the synod. ) 


Another resolution unanimously adopted by the synod declared thay 
whatever punishment human justice metes out to former oS officer Adolph 
Hichmann for his part in the massacre of 6,000,000 Jews it will be 
inadequate "in the face of such incredible fie es (See Document). 


<-7 


itWe must not close our eyes and ears to the crime for which we, as 
& fation, are responsible," the resolution declared. “All those Germans 
who are old enough to remember the horrors of the annihilation of the 
Jews, even those whc helped their Jewish fellow citizens in their 
difficulties, must confees to God that they share in this guilt owing to 
a lack of Watchful and self-sacrificing love." 


The synod!s commission on atomic weapons, composed of theologians 
and laymen holding varicd viewpoints, will continue its efforts to reson 
a consensus regarding the theological and ethical aspects of the problem. 


Cu 


oe 
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While the commission reportedly agreed that Christians must reject 
total warfare waged with weapons of mass destruction, its members were 
divided as to whether the church should advocate abandoning the use of 
atomic weapons as a deterrent to war. 


Personal greetings were paid to the synod by Dx. W. A. Visser’ 's 
Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, who emphasized 
that it is "vitally important for the whole ccumcnical movement" that the 
churches remain free to foster their fellowship with one another. 


Pointing out thet the ecumenical movement hes had to struggle for 
this elementary right of the churches in many parts of the world, Ure 
Visser 't Hooft added: "We deplore the fact that it is becoming increas- 
ingly difficult for the German Protestant churches to live in unity and 


oO 2} c 7 '! 
LO express that unity". Se 


The new council president was reared in an old clerical family. He 
studied at Tubingen and Jena universities. Following his ordination in 
1935, he soon identified himself with the Confessing Church, the Evangelical 
anti-Nazi movement, and expressed his solidarity with its leader, Dr. 

Martin Niemélier by visiting him in Sachsenhausen concentration camp. 
Under constant suspicion by the authorities, he was forbidden to preach 
several times and was arrested several times. 


Following the war he was honoured with the title of Prases of the 
Brandenburg Confessivnal Church Synod. Since 1955, he has been deputy 
Chairman of the United Evangelical Church, one of the two largest 
Gonstituent members of the German Evangelical Church. 


Besides Dr. Scharf, other members sf the EKD ccuncil are Bishop) Diije, 
De. Nikilot Beste, Bishop of Mecklenburg; Dr. Martin Haug, Bishop of 
Wiirttemberg; Reimer Mager, president of the Synod of Saxony; Oberkirchenrat 
Heinrich Riedel of Munich; Dr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher, Bishop of 
Pomerania; Dr. Ernst Wilm, Prises of Westphalia; Dr. Gustav Heinemann, 
an Essen attorney and former synod president; Dr. Hans Puttfarcken, 
Wiesbaden, head of a department in the HessenMinistry of Justice; Dr. 
Wilhelm Niesel, moderator cf the Reformed Asscciation in Germany, end 
Ude Smidt, Detmold Landessuperintendent. EPS, Geneva. 


Worth Airican Studies Centre Opened 


(Algiers) - A centre for North African studies has been spened in Algeria 
under the joint sponsorship of six Christian organizations, 


The three-fold purpose of the centre is to provide a meeting place 
for Christians and Moslems, to promote research relative to the Church's 
mission in North Africa, and to provide additional training about Islamic 
life for pers-ns engaged in Christian service in the area. 

The instruction, given by both pastors and laymen, includes Arabic, .une 
Islamic faith, current religious trends, the history and geography of 
North Africa, and Moslem sociology and psychology. Plans are also being 
made to conduct short training courses and conferences during the summer 
months. 
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The centre, temporarily located in the Methodist Church at Hil-Biar, 
18 Supported by the French Protestant relief agency, CIMADE, the French 
Reformed Church in Algeria, the Methodist Church of North Africa, (ne 
Rolland Mission, the Mennonite Mission, and the British and Foreign. Bible 


Society. EPS, Geneva. 


German Technicians Will Attend Training Course 


(Stuttgart) - Ah tratning course will be held at the Evangelical Academy 
in nearby Arnoidshain March 13-16 for Gorman technicians contemplating 
work in the United Arab Republic and other Middle Bastern areas: 


Organized by the social department of the German Protestant relief 
agency, Innere Mission und Hilfswerk, the course will introduce the 
technicians to the cultural, social and religious life of these countries, 

uPS, Geneva. 


Ita, ees a 


The Rev. H. Kpotsra, secretary of the Evangelical Churoh of Togo, has 
dvecas the result of Injuries“sustained in an automobile accident: Pebruacy 
to. Mr epetsra had Served for many years asia leader of the 52,000 mem. 
church which was an outgrowth of German mission work started in 1820 and 
becane autonomous in 1959. It joined the World Council of Churches last yeare 


* * * 


A ereeting from the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
was one of many received by Dr. Marc Boegner on his 80th birthday Tuesday, 
Pevruary 21. Regarded as the symbol of French Protestantism, Pastor Boésner 
retired early this month as chairman of the French Protestant Federation. 

He retains his positions, however, as president ofthe Paris Evangelical 
Missionary Society and as president of CIMADE, ecumenical service agency of 
pac French Protestant churches. An ardent advocate of the ecumenical 
movement, he is a former president of the World Council of Churches (1948-54) 
end aS currently ehairman of the WCC 's Division of Ecumenical Action. 


Si ae 


Archbishop Flaviian, head_of the Old Believers of Russia, has died ag 
iiewaee or C2= shevhas beem buried an she crypt of the Old Believers 
Gathedral in Moscow, which is famous for its valuable collection of 1eonme, 
Phe group was organized as the result of a rift within the Russian Orthodox 
Church following the Moscow Conference of 1666-1667. During long years. of 
persecution, many Old Believers settled in China, and their descendents have 
regen giyetted io Hong Kong. - Many, ef them have been resettled in Brazel 
with the help of the World Council of Churches. 

x * * 


The National (Lutheran) Church in Norway has established a new 
ministry for women who have completed theological t Alninge but have mov 
been ordained as pastors. The women will bo engaged in visitations, 
education, Bible study and youth BNO al Wed LS Sin 


EPS, Geneva. 


systematic extermination of millions of Jews. 


apply: "Do you not know that God's kindness is meant to lead you to 


to justice. 


confidence in us is restored. 
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Resolution on the Trial of Adolf Bichmann Unanimously 
Adopted by the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (KD). 

"Adolf Bichmann, the former SS leader, is shortly to be brought to 
public trial in Israel. He is accused of organizing and carrying out the 


This trial brings ‘our divided nation up again against the historic 
causes of the catastrophe of 1945. If we were able to take a united 
attitude towards our past, Eichmann would have to be tried before an 
all-German Court in the name of the whole German people. The fact that 
we cannot do so reveals our true situation. 


Whatever human judges, ecither in Israel or elsewhere, may consider 
to, be justice in face of such incredible inhumanity, it willbe inadequate, 
In bringing Eichmann to trial the people and the state of Israel have 
assumed a tremendous responsibility. 


We appeal ‘to all our churches to pray to God that in our renewed 
‘encounter with these terrible events the German people may hear the voice 
of God. We must not close our eyes and ears to the. crime for which we, 
as a nation, are responsible. All those Germans who are old enough to 
remember the horrors of the annihilation of the Jéws, even those who 
helped their Jewish fellow-citizens in their difficulties, must confess 
towGod, that they shares in this guilt owing to a lack of watchinut ana 
self-sacrificing love. 


There are people living among us today who played an active part, 
if only instrumentally, in the murder of the six million Jews, To them 
and to all of us. we say: 


No guilt is so great that it is excluded from the forgiveness of God, 
obtained and granted to us through the atoncment end resurrection of Our 
ford. Even in the case of the guiltiest man the words of the Apostle 


repentance? We will therefore submit to God's judgment and recognise our 
fanlure in love, our indifference and fear, even our complicity aeeee 
crime, as our own share in this guilt. We will oncourage one another to 
confess our guilt and to believe that in God's forgiveness we receive 

real freedom and life. And when we realise that guilt must be atoned 

for in this world also, some people may be willing to hand thenselves 6yer 


We are certain that if we are reconciled with God, then real 
reconciliation takes place among men. If God bestows His grace upon us, 
we shall reflect once more upon our long and deep errors, and our thoughts 
and actions will be turned toward our Jewish fellow-men, so that their 


‘So through us Christ's message comes to you today, beseeching you: to 
be reconciled with God." 


EPS, Geneva. 


